SECTION V
Judicial Clerkships

FEDERAL COURTS
Most federal judges accept applications for law clerks from third/fourth year law students in the
Fall of the last year of law school. The majority of federal judges require 3Ls/4EDs to apply online
using OSCAR, the Online System for Clerkship Application and Review. Usually in June, OSCAR
becomes available for student registration. At this point, students are able to begin using the system to
choose the judges, with whom they would like to apply and build application(s) online by uploading
resumes, cover letters, writing samples. In addition, recommender(s) are able to upload letters of
recommendation onto OSCAR.
Judges are able to log on and view your all of your application materials on the Tuesday after Labor
Day so it is important to begin this process early so that your application is complete by this date.
To access OSCAR, log on to: https://oscar.symplicity.com/
Register to receive your password and begin building your application online!
For more information on applicable deadlines, review the federal law clerk hiring plan (including
applicable deadlines located at: http://www.cadc.uscourts.gov/lawclerk/
SPECIAL TIPS:
1. ALL OF YOUR APPLICATION MATERIALS, INCLUDING RECOMMENDATION
LETTERS, MUST BE UPLOADED TO OSCAR PRIOR TO THE TUESDAY AFTER LABOR
DAY.
2. Applying for a federal clerkship is a competitive process in which g.p.a and class rank
is extremely important. Typically, federal judges are looking for students who have ranked in the
top 5-10% depending on the applicant's school.
3. Contact your references early to ask for a letter of recommendation. Because it can be more difficult
to connect with faculty over the summer, you are advised to contact faculty members during the spring
of your second year of law school to request that they serve as recommenders. Please remember that
your recommenders will need time to prepare a letter on your behalf, upload same to OSCAR, and are
likely fielding recommendation requests from multiple students.
4. All of your written application materials including resume, cover letter and writing sample
must be PERFECT. Have your resume and cover letter reviewed early well before the deadline. Spend
time incorporating suggested changes to your writing sample. It will be worth the extra effort!
5. For more information concerning the clerkship process, check out Behind the Bench: The Guide to
Judicial Clerkships by Debra M. Strauss, Esq. available in the Career Development Library.
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U.S. Courts of
Appeals
U.S. District Courts
U.S. Claims Courts
U.S. Tax Courts
U.S. Courts of
Veterans
Appeals
U.S. Courts of
International
Trade

In March of 2002, an Ad Hoc Committee, cochaired by the Hon. Edward R. Becker and
the Hon. Harry Edwards, reported that
federal appellate judges voted
overwhelmingly in favor of a new Plan for
law clerk hiring. The Plan includes:

Cover letter
Resume
Unofficial law
school transcript
Writing sample
Two or three letters
of recommendation
(depending on
individual judge)

(1) an arrangement ensuring that the hiring of
law clerks will not be done earlier than the
fall of the third or fourth year of law school;
and
(2) an agreement that focuses law clerk hiring
on third or fourth year law students.
The US District Courts in PA, DE, and NJ
have agreed to abide by the same hiring plan.
Most federal judges accept applications for
law clerks from third/fourth year law students
in the fall of the last year of law school. The
majority of federal judges require 3Ls/4EDs
to apply online using OSCAR, the Online
System for Clerkship Application and
Review. Usually in June, OSCAR becomes
available for student/recommender
registration.

Resources
For more information on applicable
deadlines, review the federal law clerk hiring
plan located at:
http://www.cadc.uscourts.gov/lawclerk/
To access OSCAR, log on to:
https://oscar.symplicity.com/
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