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FAM LY LAW EXAM
PART 11: ESSAY

QUESTI ON |
(suggested time 45-60 m nutes)

Cepetto and Aive Leafy nmade a strange fanmily. dive was fairly wooden
and insisted on living in the forest. "Like to be near ny roots!" was what she
al ways said. GCepetto, on the other hand, |liked a few creature conforts, and he
lived in his workshop in the village. For a while this arrangenment worked out
K, but Cepetto was really quite | onesome and secretly prayed for a son

One day while visiting AQive, he discovered that he did have a son! Qdive
had gi ven hi mthe unusual nane "Pinocchio" and had kept himnostly hidden
Pi nocchi o was not of pleasing countenance, but Gepetto was so overjoyed that he
even forgot to be angry with Qive for not telling himabout his son. "I could
easily get him shaped up," Cepetto pleaded with Aive. She was reluctant, but
Gepetto produced sonme sort of weapon and actually hacked the boy free from
Aive's clutches. Disgusted, Oive obtained a | egal separation

Every day Gepetto worked with the boy. "I'Il snmpoth off your rough
edges," Cepetto lovingly told him Sone rather tough boys lived in the
nei ghbor hood; Gepetto kept Pinocchio tied to his apron strings so he woul dn't
associate with that bad crowd.

VWho knows how t hese things happen? Pinocchio managed to connect with the
hoodl ums anyway. Gepetto is certain that that was when the |ying began.

Pi nocchi o woul d cone hone with tales of having been turned into a donkey or
swal | owed by a whale. He also tal ked about the large, invisible cricket that
gave hi m advi ce.

Word of these things did reach dive. What concerned her the nost,
however, was concern for Pinocchio's health. By all accounts, he was devel opi ng
a severe deformty of his nose. Instead of taking it seriously, Gepetto
attributed it to the boy's evil behavior

Aive sued to have Pinocchio returned to her care. Gepetto pointed out to
the court that he could teach Pinocchio a trade; they would live in the village
wher e Pinocchio would one day find a wife and his work. By the tine Aive
forced the issue, Pinocchio was nearly twelve years old and had been with
Gepetto for nine years.

Make a custody determ nation, fully explaining your reasons.

QUESTI ON 11
(suggested time 45-60 m nutes)

VWhen Donal d and Dai sy di vorced, they had the foll owi ng assets:

- a large home where they lived confortably with Donald's three nephews,
Huey, Dewey, and Louie. Donald purchased the hone just prior to the nmarriage
because his "bachel or pad" was too snmall for the couple, never mind three
energetic young mal es; market value $230, 000

- a small beach house where Donald |ived prior to the marriage; narket
val ue $90, 000



- a vintage Corvette Donal d bought as a surprise birthday present for Daisy.
They have not yet taken the tinme to change the title, so it is still in Donald's
nanme; nmarket value $17, 000

- a top-of-the-1ine Jeep (including the Eddi e Bauer add-on features) that
Donal d uses for his (alnost daily) fishing trips; market value $19, 000

- a joint checking account with a bal ance of $8,000, primarily funded by
Donal d' s paychecks

- an investnent portfolio that Donald inherited fromhis Uncle Scrooge;

mar ket val ue $150, 000

- a ranbunctious but |ovable dog naned Pluto; no market val ue

Donal d and Daisy were married for 21 years. She had worked briefly as a
sales clerk in the shoe departnent at Sears prior to the marriage. During the
marri age, she devoted herself to the care of Donald, his three nephews, and the
hone.

Explain (i.e., give reasons) how you woul d divide the property:

A. an unnodified, i.e., pure, comopn |aw property jurisdiction, and

B. how you would do it in a traditional (unnodified) comunity property
jurisdiction.



