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Law School announces plans for Constitution Day 

Online resource available to all

This year’s focus: The future of local news reporting
The future of local news reporting provides the central theme for the 2009 Constitution Day observance at Widener Law, the only law school in America’s “First State” of Delaware. The school is celebrating the national Sept. 17 federal observance with an electronic resource through its website at law.widener.edu/constitution/2009. 

Set amid a backdrop of bankrupt media chains, substantially downsized news gathering organizations and an exploding new world of online citizen journalism, the 2009 collection of essays raises probing questions about how Americans will stay informed over time.

“The Constitution is all about self-governance,” Widener constitutional law Professor Alan E. Garfield, founder of the project, writes. “But self-governance only works if people are adequately informed.”

Garfield has been an instrumental figure in the Constitution Day observance. He launched the online project four years ago and annually chooses a theme, solicits authors to write essays and, with law school Webmaster Cassandra King, packages them in an educational, user-friendly format. Portions of the collection will also be republished on the editorial pages of The News Journal, based in Wilmington, Del., through a partnership between the law school and the newspaper.
Garfield said the project was designed to capitalize on Widener’s location in the first state to ratify the Constitution, and it serves to enlighten the public about Constitution Day. He welcomes readers’ feedback through the website comments section.
Essay authors for the 2009 collection include: 

· Allan Loudell, 1150 AM WDEL news anchor and interviewer.

· Chris Satullo, executive director of news and civic dialogue for WHYY.

· Gabriel Pilonieta Blanco, editor of El Tiempo Hispano.

· John Sweeney, editorial page editor of The News Journal.

· Delaware lawyer David Finger, known for his expertise in First Amendment law.
· Delaware Rep. Greg Lavelle, Republican from the 11th District.

· Tonya M. Evans-Walls, Widener Law assistant professor.

· Ralph Begleiter, Rosenberg professor of communication and distinguished journalist in residence at the University of Delaware.
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· Robert McChesney, Gutgsell endowed professor in the Department of Communication at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

· Joseph Turow of the University of Pennsylvania’s Annnenberg School for Communication.
“The website was created to give the public an opportunity to collectively celebrate Constitution Day,” Garfield said. “Widener Law is proud to lead this organized effort and we are grateful to the many distinguished authors who have contributed to our online collection over the years.”

Media outlets in need of a constitutional law expert for Constitution Day coverage may contact Garfield, who can speak about First Amendment freedoms, what we celebrate on Constitution Day, the law school’s online project and more. Reach him at 302.477.2140 or aegarfield@widener.edu.
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